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| themſelves from their Majelttes Service, whereby 1t comes to be ſo difficult to 
get Men'for the Kings Ships ; whereas if their Wages were near alike, their Ma- 
jeſties would never want Seamen 1n their Fleet. A Seamans Wages, in a Mer- 
:hant-man, in time of Peace, is uſually about 25 s. a Month, and in a Collier zo or 40 s. a 
Voyage, which now 1s come to 6, 7, and 8/. a Voyage ; and 505. and 3/, a Month in a 
| ferchani-man, which while they can have, they will leave their Majeſties Ships and 
Blcond themſelves from being Impreſt, rather than ſerve for the uſual Rate of the 
Navy, which is 23s. a Month at 28 days in a Month, which is 25 5. a Month at twelve 
Months 1n the Year; andtill ſuch their extraordinary Wages be brought down, it is not 
ro be thought it will be otherwiſe, though 1t 1s not. evident they are ever the Richer at 
the Years End for any ſuch large Wages. | 
» Therefore it is humbly propoſed, that for theis Majeſties Service, the Rates of Seamens 


yer Month running without Convoy ; and thar if any private Sailer ſhall demand more, 
'than the Rates aforeſaid, that he may be brought to an Office to be ereCted for Regiſtring 


of Shipping and {mall Craft, and thence ſent on Board one of their Majeſties Ships of War, 


there to {erve for a Year as a Preſt-man. 


. B> This will be an Equivalent for the Maſters and Owners of Ships, providing a 


Sezman according to my Propoſal; for Example, a Ship of 70 Tun hath ſeven Men to Sail 
her, whereof five are before the Maſt, and now receive 505. a Month: By this Regula- 
tion the Maſter will ſave 5/. a Month whule at Sea, in lieu of one Seaman each Ship is to 
hind for che King, and hereby the Seamen in their Majeſtics Ships will have Encourage- 
ment, becauſe they will have Mony given them to go, and loſe none of the great Wages 


H E Seamen for the lucre of ſuch great Wapes in Merchant-Men, do lurk and hide 


Wages in Merchant-men be reduced to 39g. per Month going.with Convoy, and 35 s. - 


"i "at 


which now tempts them to lurk, and go in Merchant-men. g 

It may be. Objected, that this Reducement of Wages will make Seamen leave their 
native Country, and go into Foreign Service. 

To which it is Anſwered on the contrary, that they will not do it, becauſe firſt no Na- 
tion Viftuals ſo well as the Ezgliſh, and our Sailers Jove to Eat well: I that have 
Summer'd and Winter'd them ſo otten, know ſomething of their 'T'empers ; Secondly, 

Ic 1s as good Wages, if not better, than any other Country gives; and theretore 1t 1s not -, _._ 
to be thought, that Exgliſþ Seamen ( except {ome few Scoundrels, I have obſerved good - 

ar nothing) will leave their Native Country, their Friends and their Families to go 

ito Foreign Service for the ſame or leſs Wages, which may ſufficiently be ſeen by their 

fuſing the French Service, tho they had large offers made them. 

2-F* This done, will be a vaſt Advantage to their Majeſties Fleet, and the Benefit of 
Trade ; *rwill be an Eaſe on all ſides, and make Seamen plenty. 

And to ſhew that there are Ezg/iſh Seamen lufficient both for publick and private Ser- 
vice, we may obſerve this laſt Summer, that their ajeſties Fleet was very well Man- I 
ned, beſides great Pleets of Merchant Ships, both Abroad and at Home : and it Care F 
inthe firſt place be taken of the Grand Fleer, which is the main Intereſt of the Kings 7 

lom, 'the Seamecn for Merchants Ships may be the leaſt of Our Care, tor th wil not}, » 
ill of having Jen.enougly 7-7 -,,. 0' MM - R 
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